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[Reconsideration by Examiner Before Appeal] 

This application is refused for the reason mentioned 
below. If the applicant has any argument against the reason, 
such argument should be submitted within 60 days from the 



The invention in the claims noted below of the subject 
application is unpatentable under Patent Law Section 29(2) 
since it could have been easily made by persons who have 
common knowledge in the technical field to which the 
invention pertains, on the basis of the invention described 
in the publications below which were distributed prior to 
the filing of the subject application in Japan or other 
countries. 

Note (The list of cited documents etc. is provided below) 

(Patent. Law Section 29(2)) 

• Claims 1 to 8 

• Cited Documents: 1 and 2 

• Remark 



date on which this notification was dispatched. 
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Specified matters of the invention of the subject 
application are recognized as matters described in claims 1 
to 8. 

The invention in claims 1 to 8 of the subject 
application is compared with the invention described in 
Japanese Unexamined Patent Application Publication No. 08- 
267846 (hereafter called cited document 1) related to a 
sheet conveying device having the premise and object similar 
to those of the invention in claims 1 to 8 of the subject 
application. 

The claims of the subject application state: "after a 
time interval required for ink drops on said one side to 
become dry" (see [ Claims] ) . Cited document 1 discloses the 
following points which are the object and premise of the 
invention in claims 1 to 8 of the subject application. 

Cited document 1 states: "The drying time is determined 
based on a print ratio." (see [Abstract] ), "After the ink 
drops become dry, the recording medium is discharged." (see 
[ Abstract] ) , "after the ink drops of the lines existing on 
the front side of the position of a first recording medium 
at which a second recording medium comes into contact with 
the first recording medium become dry" (see [Abstract] ), 
"After the ink drops of the lines existing on the back side 
of the above-described contact-position of the first 
recording medium become dry, the second recording medium is 
discharged." (see [Abstract] ), and "the discharge of the 
recording medium is carried out after the ink drops become 
so dry that curl is eliminated from the recording medium. " 
(see [Abstract] ). From the objects, constructions, and 
operational effects described in the specification of the 
subject application and the cited document, the term "dry" 
used in the subject application is regarded as corresponding 
to the term "dry" used in the cited document. Therefore, 
the term "dry", which is a specified matter of the invention 
in claim 1 of the subject application, is regarded as 
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corresponding to the term "dry" in the invention according 
to cited document 1. In addition, no difference in object 
and operational effects from those of cited document 1 is 
found in the description of the specification of the subject 
application. Therefore, it is recognized that the "drying" 
means, which is a specified matter of the invention of the 
subject application, is regarded as being included. 

The claims of the present application state: "a part of 
the . sheet is once output from the main body of the 
apparatus" (see [Claims] ), "the ink jet recording apparatus 
characterized in that the printed side of the sheet is 
output from the main body of the apparatus" (see [ Claim 2] ) , 
"the ink jet recording apparatus characterized in that a 
position where the sheet is output is below the print 
position of the ink jet head" (see [ Claim 3] ) , "the ink jet 
recording apparatus characterized in that the part of the 
sheet is output on a top surface of sheet-feeding means" 
'(see [Claim 4] ), and "the ink jet recording apparatus 
characterized in that the part of the sheet is output on a 
paper output tray" (see [ Claim 5] ) . In comparison, cited 
document 1 states: "After the ink drops become dry, the 
recording medium is discharged." (see [Abstract]), "After 
the ink drops of the lines existing on the back side of the 
above-described contact-position of the first recording 
medium become dry, the second recording medium is discharged, 
"(see [Abstract] ), "In this case, the discharge of the 
recording medium is carried out after the ink drops become 
so dry that curl is eliminated from the recording medium. " 
(see [Abstract] ). From the objects, constructions, and 
operational effects described in the specification of the 
subject application and the cited document, the terms "paper 
output", "sheet", and "output" used in the subject 
application are regarded as corresponding to the terms 
"paper output", "sheet", and "output" used in the cited 
document. Therefore, the terms "paper output", "sheet", and 
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"output", which are specified matters of the invention in 
claim 5 of the subject application, are regarded as 
corresponding to the terms "recording medium", "output", and 
"paper output" in the invention according to cited document 
1. In addition, no difference in object and operational 
effects from those of cited document 1 is found in the 
description of the specification of the subject application. 
Therefore, it is recognized that the means for "outputting 
the recording medium after the ink drops become dry", which 
is a specified matter of the invention of the subject 
application, is regarded as being included. 

Accordingly, the invention of the subject application 
is the same as the invention of the cited document in that 
the means for "outputting the recording medium after the ink 
drops become dry" is included, but is different in that 
"reversing" means is provided (difference 1) . 

Consideration of Difference (1) 

The claims of the subject application state: "ink jet 
recording apparatus characterized in that the sheet is fed 
into the main body of the apparatus by a reversing method" 
(see [ Claims] ) . However, structures including the 
"reversing" means according to claim 1 are known in the art. 
For example, Japanese Unexamined Patent Application 
Publication No. 3-073769 (hereafter called patent document 
2) related to a sheet conveying device having the premise 
and object similar to those of the invention of the subject 
application states: "reversing conveying means for reversing 
paper having an image formed thereon" (see [Abstract] ), 
"ref eeding-paper conveying means for conveying the reversed 
paper to be held by an intermediate tray" (see [Abstract] ), 
"first frame including a lower conveying element of the 
reversing conveying means and an upper conveying element of 
the ref eeding-paper conveying means" (see [Abstract] ), and 
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"the first frame being disposed in the lower casing 
component in a vertically pivotable manner around a section 
near a path-inverting portion of the reversing conveying 
means" (see [Abstract]). (Refer also to Japanese Unexamined 
Patent Application Publication Nos . 5-158301 and 6-161184). 
From the objects, constructions, and operational effects 
described in the specification of the subject application 
and the cited document, the term "reversing" used in the 
subject application is regarded as corresponding to the term 
"reversing" used in the cited document. Therefore, the term 
"reversing", which is a specified matter of the invention in 
claim 1 of the subject application, is regarded as 
corresponding to the terms "inverting" and "reversing" in 
the invention according to cited document 2. In addition, 
no difference in object and operational effects from those 
of cited document 2 is found in the description of the 
specification of the subject application. (Means for 
delaying the output is simply a matter of design choice, and 
cannot be considered significant) . Therefore, the structure 
including the "reversing" means is simply an addition or a 
collection of structures commonly known in the art. 
Accordingly, difference (1) cannot be considered significant 
to persons skilled in the art. 

Since the above difference cannot be considered 
significant to persons skilled in the art, the invention of 
the subject application could have been easily made on the 
basis of common knowledge in the technical field. 

(In case of submitting an argument, the following point 
is to be taken into consideration as an especially important 
point in light of descriptions regarding the object, 
construction, and operational effects in the specification 
and written opinion 

• Regarding the invention of the subject application: 
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the structure of the ink jet recording apparatus is commonly 
known, and it is also commonly known that there is a demand 
for dealing with ink stain. ) 

List of cited documents etc . 

1. Japanese Unexamined Patent Application Publication No. 
08-267846 

2. Japanese Unexamined Patent Application Publication No. 3- 
073769 

Any inquiry concerning this notification or request for 
interview concerning this application should be directed to: 

Hiroshi NIKI, Production Machinery Division, Second 
Patent Examination Department 

TEL: 03-3581-1101 (Ext. 6301) 

FAX: 03-3501-0530 



Record of the results of prior art search 
•Technical fields searched: 

B65H29/58 B Note: [Main Group] Delivering or advancing 
articles from machines; Advancing articles to or into piles 
(associating, collating or gathering articles 39/00; for 
articles other than those defined by Note (3) (i) of this 
subclass, see B65G) [Group] Switchback method (3B) 
F-term 

2C059AA73 Note: [Theme Title] Handling of cut paper [Term] 
Structures having special conveying path [ Section in Charge] 
3B 

3F053EB04 Note: [ Theme Title] Separation, sorting, 
adjustment, or bending of sheets to be conveyed [ Term] 
Stream segments with switching or diversion members 



- 7 - 



3F100BA00 Note: [Theme Title] Conveyance by endless belt 
conveyors [ Term] Purposes, processes, and measures 
2C056HA47 Note: • [Theme Title] Ink feeding and the like in 
ink jets [Term] Drying by hot air [Section in Charge] 3B 

•Prior art documents: 

Japanese Unexamined Patent Application Publication No, 5- 

33017 6 ([ Known Document] ) 

Title: Ink jet printer apparatus Applicant: Seiko Epson 
Corporation Related Keywords: "sheet conveyance", "sheet", 
"on sheet", "output", "sheet-storing case", and "drying" 

Japanese Unexamined Patent Application Publication No. 8- 

0994 64 ([ Known Document] ) 

Title: Apparatus for manufacturing thermal imprint 
recording sheet Applicant: Dai Nippon Printing Co., Ltd. 
Related Keywords: "drying", "quality", "output", "output 
position", and "paper output" 

Japanese Unexamined Patent Application Publication No. 8- 

169616 ([ Known Document] ) 

Title: Storing Device for recording sheets output from ink 
jet printer Applicant: Citizen Watch Co., Ltd. Related 
Keywords: "output" and "drying" 

Japanese Unexamined Patent Application Publication No. 2003- 

118099 ([ Subsequent application of subject application] ) 
Title: Ink jet printer Applicant: Sharp Corporation 
Related Keywords: "paper conveyance", "ink", "ink drops", 
"drying", and "paper storing case" Patent No. 3431917 

Japanese Unexamined Patent Application Publication No. 9- 

230562 ([ Known Document] ) 

Title: Photosensitive material processing apparatus 
Applicant: Konica Corporation Related Keywords: "image", 
"output", "belt", "paper output", "conveying belt", and 
"drying" 

Japanese Unexamined Patent Application Publication No. 8- 
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32 3 97 7 ([ Known Document] ) 

Title: Ink jet printer including heating drum Applicant: 
Xerox Corporation Related Keywords: "ink", "sheet", 
"drying", and "image" 

Japanese Unexamined Patent Application Publication No. 10- 

138 52 6 ([ Known Document] ) 

Title: Ink. jet printer Applicant: Tec Corporation 
Related Keywords: "paper output" and "drying" 

Japanese Unexamined Patent Application Publication No. 10- 

138 58 8 ([ Known Document] ) 

Title: Ink jet printer Applicant: Tec Corporation 
Related Keywords: "ink", "drying", "paper output", 
"conveying belt" 

Japanese Unexamined Patent Application Publication No. 10- 

157222 ([ Prior Application Patent Law Sections 29 bis and 

39] ) 

Title: Ink jet printer Applicant: Tec Corporation 
Related Keywords: "ink", "drying", and "paper output" 
Japanese Unexamined Patent Application Publication No. 10- 
193580 ([ Prior Application Patent Law Sections 29 bis and 
39] ) 

Title: Ink jet printer Applicant: Tec Corporation 
Related Keywords: "ink", "paper output", and "drying" 
Japanese Unexamined Patent Application Publication No. 10- 
217439 ([ Prior Application Patent Law Sections 29 bis and 
39] ) 

Title: Ink jet printer Applicant: Tec Corporation 
Related Keywords: "drying", "ink", and "paper output" 
Japanese Unexamined Patent Application Publication No. 10- 
282750 ([ Prior Application Patent Law Sections 29 bis and 
39] ) 

Title: Passbook printing apparatus and automatic cash 
dispenser Applicant: Hitachi Ltd. Related Keywords: 
"drying" and "recording". 
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